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 ENGLAND  IN THE EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY
 
Enclosure
was not a
new move-
meat;
 Devon, though, totally enclosed, was described by Marshall
towards the end of the eighteenth century as " agriculturally
the most benighted district of England."1 " The owner
or occupier of an enclosed farm may have been a ' big ' man,
a capitalist, but he was not necessarily a good farmer. . . .
Open-fields set a limit to progress. It does not follow that
enclosure made progress certain. "2j
/ The enclosure movement had "been in progress at least
from the thirteenth century. Enclosures, numerous in the
first half of the sixteenth century, became rather less
frequent from the accession of Elizabeth to the Restoration,
when they again became more frequent./ The total area
enclosed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries has been
reckoned at 744,000 acres (2-1 per cent, of the total area of
England or 4-2 per cent, of the cultivated area.)3 But
in addition to these enclosures, which were very limited in
extent, a very large part of England " either never passed
through the common-field system or was enclosed before
1700. "4 A good deal of land in the counties along the
border of Wales, in Shropshire, Hereford and perhaps
Staffordshire, was never under the common-field system.
A great deal of land in the north of England in Westmor-
land, Northumberland and Cumberland, and In the extreme
south-west, in Cornwall and Devon, was probably brought
Into separate cultivation from the wild. In Kent, Essex,
and Surrey in the south-east, in Lancashire and Cheshire
in the north, and in parts of Somerset and Gloucestershire,
extensive enclosure had taken place before 1700,5
1 Ernie, p. 204.	2 Econ. Hist. Rev., vol. ii., p. 60.
3	Johnson, Disappearance of the Small Landowner, p. 90.     Gregory
King in 1688 estimated the cultivated area of England and Wales
at 21,000,000 acres (11,000,000 arable and 10,000,000 pasture, Ernie,
op. ait., p. 145).   As he estimated the acreage of England and Wales
at 39,000,000 acres (an excess of nearly 2,000,000 acres), a correction
has to be made; and also allowance has to be made for his inclusion
of Wales.   We may roughly estimate the cultivated area of England
as 17,500,000 acres.   The wastage of cultivable land may be gathered
from the fact that the maximum area of land cultivated in England
was 25,113,343 acres in 1891.    (Thais figure was kindly supplied by
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries.)
4	Slater, English Peasantry and Enclosure of Common Fields, p. 74.
5	See Gonner, Common Land and Enclosure, pp» 215-238 $eq, and
397; Ernie, op. rit., p. 228.

